
THE DREADED COMMA SPLICE! 

 
Have you ever seen a mysterious “CS” written on your essay when your professor gives it back?  

CS is short for comma splice. 



Questions about comma splices or anything else? Come see a tutor or the Writing Specialist in the CAS! 
CCC CAS Katie Stout, Writing Specialist, 2016 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƭŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ǳƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭΩǎ 
ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻƴƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘΚ 

If we join these two clauses with only a comma, they look like this: 

 

 

Don’t do it! The above is a bad splice, known as a comma spliceΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ Ƙƻǿ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎŀƴŘǿƛŎƘ 
ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ƛƴŘƛƎŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ. Okay, we may ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƛŘŜŀǎΧōǳǘ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻō ŀǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
the relationship clear to readersτŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǎǎǳƳŜΗ 

The picture to the right ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƻǿ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ŦŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
intertwined. How do we communicate this ill fate to our 
readers? 

We must use a conjunction to show this relationship, because a    
comma must not stand alone! Commas need friends to   
make them work correctly and to show the correct relationship 
between independent clauses. 

Conjunctions, like for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so (remember conjunctions with the acronym 
FANBOYS) like to hang out with commas. There are more conjunctions than the FANBOYS conjunctions, 


