THE DREADED COMMA SPLICE!

Have you ever seen a mysterious “CS” written on your essay when your professor gives it back?

CSis short for comma splice.
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If we join these two clauses with only a comma, they look like this:
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intertwined. How do we communicate this ill fate to our
readers?

We must use a conjunction to show this relationship, because a
comma must not stand alone! Commas need friends to

make them work correctly and to show the correct relationship
between independent clauses.

Conjunctions, like for, and, nor, but, or, yet, and so (remember conjunctions with the acronym
FANBOYS) like to hang out with commas. There are more conjunctions than the FANBOYS conjunctions,

Questions about comma splices or anything else? Come see a tutor or the Writing Specialist in the CAS!
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